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1 G. Malcolm Laws, Jr., The British Literary Ballad: A Study in Poetic Imagination (Southern Illinois
UP, 1972) 1.

2 Laws 4: ‘Then, too, there was a kind of magic about the ballad which produced a direct emotional
impact upon people of all levels of literary sophistication.’
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Three fishers went sailing away to the West,
Away to the West as the sun went down;
Each thought on the woman who loved him the best,
And the children stood watching them out of the town;
For men must work, and women must weep, 5
And there’s little to earn, and many to keep,
Though the harbour bar be moaning.

Three wives sat up in the lighthouse tower,
And they trimmed the lamps as the sun went down;
They looked at the squall, and they looked at the shower, 10
And the night-rack came rolling up ragged and brown.
But men must work, and women must weep,
Though storms be sudden, and waters deep,
And the harbour bar be moaning.

Three corpses lay out on the shining sands 15
In the morning gleam as the tide went down,
And the women are weeping and wringing their hands
For those who will never come home to the town;
For men must work, and women must weep,
And the sooner it’s over, the sooner to sleep; 20
And good-bye to the bar and its moaning.®
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4 1 CEE ‘Introduction’ to The Heroes (W22t WEHI54E) iv.
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‘But Men Must Work and Women Must
Weep’ (1883) by Walter Langley
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. and how one still smaller speck showed aloft on the mainyard, and another —
and then the desperate efforts to get the topsail set — and how we saw it tear out
of their hands again and again, and again; . . . and how we stood silent,
shuddering, expecting every moment to see whirled into the sea from the plunging
jerk one of those same tiny black specks, in each of which was a living human
soul, with sad women praying for him at home! . . . and that merry beach beside
the town covered with shrieking women and old men, casting themselves on the
pebbles in fruitless agonies of prayer, as corpse after corpse swept up at the feet of
wife and child, till in one case alone, a single dawn saw upwards of sixty widows
and orphans weeping over those who had gone out the night before in the fullness
of strength and courage.®
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%,

‘Oh! 1is it weed, or fish, or floating hair —
A tress of golden hair,
A drowned maiden’s hair
Above the nets at sea?
Was never salmon yet that shone so fair
Among the stakes on Dee.’ (13-18)

ATV =DM L NI NT, BLADPRFTTEEINTW S, ZOHMIC
& 37 v F“The Two Sisters” (Child 10C) TDED LD L. “You could not see her

yellow hair, / For gowd and pearls that were sae rare. / You could na see her middle
sma’, / Her gowden girdle was sae bra.” (sts. 18-19)2370ik & L TRIAIZEDL LTV 5D

TR,
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8 Charles Kingley: His Letters and Memories of His Life, ed. his wife, vol. 1 (1877; rpt. New York: AMS
Press, 1973) 18-20.
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Our eighteenth-century examples are more likely to be based on broadsides which
have no refrains. But in the nineteenth century experimentation with the refrain
was an important part of ballad-writing, particularly for the Pre-Raphaelites, who
developed it into a highly sophisticated device. . . . Unlike its [the external
refrain’s] use in the folk ballads, this type of refrain in literary ballads always
contributes something to the atmosphere the poet wished to create: . . . °
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9 A. H. Ehrenpreis, ed., The Literary Ballad (London: Edward Arnold, 1960) 16-17.
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F DfAZAE “The Children in the Wood” @ H1?D“Take you example by this thing, / And

yield to each his right, / Lest God with such like miserye / Your wicked minds
requite.” (157-60)0L WIHIFERICH SN2 ERE, H 5018 D NT v FFFA

William Julius Mickle (1735-88)E“Cumnor Hall” (1784)-F DFE R A D H i, “— To be
contente — than to be greate.” (72)!' IZ R 6 N2 FBGEH IS D DTIE R WS 9 D,
XU IRV —=DNTy FRFOMEMITIPEZTELELH)ICE ), A b=V —TIHeH&N
7 v FORRKRZ Il ) 70v A4 v Tldv ¢ 7 b 7EINEIT 2 LR35 |
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II

“The Three Fishers” IZHHBEDOHE W T TICHARICHEANZINTE D, HARANICEIG:

10 ¢ 5 > B 1 13 Thomas Percy, ed., Reliques of Ancient English Poetry, vol. III (1866; rpt. Dover
Publications, 1966)IZ X %,

11 o5 1ZThomas Evans, ed., Old Ballads, Historical and Narrative, with Some of Modern Date,
vol. 4 (enl. ed. London, 1784)IC X %,

12 Cf. Ehrenpreis 18. T—L Y 754 ZAZZDIERDY 7L 4 v %, HAZ VP RED3MTHNE Y b ko

720 714 v EEZ T, “the modulated refrain’ ®f & LT/ LT 5,
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B AhNE 9Tl BHIiRE. I8 TT =AY D NF v FiF“The Charge of the Light
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VORRATHE T TRTAGHD) AR ORR—y  (BREEAR, 19914F) 179-80,
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