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Now Little John was an outlaw proud,
A prouder ye never saw;

Through Nottingham and Leicester shires
He thought his word was law,

And he strutted through the greenwood wide,
Like a pestilent jack-daw. (st. 4)*

NSy Fovvevid, THETTILEIEL S e S2ff>TidREmDH,) Tho
7oo B BEVIIEETH-THHEZH2HTH Y, 21D 2 M2 6 DEEHD RR)
S5DEEBEPSLDTH S, ATy FOou bt VBBZILL7-BbY a vidEI U
G Z RO TV AN TH 1D, TA P EZ2DY avo NY%E bHciE L ¥, &%
WEETOEPSEIREZIMD TSP a v sld, MZORKEHEL &5,
HROIGHMEE L2 S WITRZIRD T2 2 L2 EST5Yavic, FroFr—1—-
7y FERDE ) BEELZET 5,

“I've walked the forest for twenty years,
In wet weather and dry,

And never stopp’d a good fellowe,
Who had no coin to buy.

“What boots it to search a beggarman ’s bags,
When no silver groat he has?

So, master mine, I rede you well,
E’en let the Friar pass!” (sts. 20 & 21)
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“Now cease thy prate,” quoth Little John,
“Thou japest but in vain;

An he have not a groat within his pouch,
We may find a silver chain. (st. 22)
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Little John he raised his quarter-staff,
And so did the burly priest,

And they fought beneath the greenwood tree,
A stricken hour at least. (st. 45)
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Little John he wist not what to do,
When he saw the others come;

So, he twisted his quarter-staff between
His fingers and his thumb. (st. 51)
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So ends this geste of Little John —
God save our noble Queen!

But, Lordlings, say — Is Sherwood now
What Sherwood once hath been? (st. 58)
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The deer may leap within the glade;
The fawns may follow free —

For Robin 1s dead, and his bones are laid
Beneath the greenwood tree. (st. 1)
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... let us sing,

Honour to the old bow-string!
Honour to the bugle-horn!
Honour to the woods unshorn!
Honour to the Lincoln green!
Honour to the archer keen!
Honour to tight little John,
And the horse he rode upon!
Honour to bold Robin Hood,
Sleeping in the underwood!
Honour to maid Marian,
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And to all the Sherwood-clan!
Though their days have hurried by
Let us two a burden try. (1. 49-62)'6
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[Parody] may query overstatement, dispose of sentimentality, remote
historical process, re-introduce social influence, banish outworn forms,
revive discarded forms thought to have long been exhausted, and rescue art
from narcissism. 7
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